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Statistical data editing is redefined as one element of a total quality control strategy for CAI 
surveys, aimed primarily at preventing non-sampling error, with error mitigation playing an 
important but subordinate role. Prevention of non-sampling errors is achieved by improving 
survey processes. This relies on the collection and analysis of data relating to editing 
performance and to the sources, types and distribution of errors in the data. This type of 
information should also be used to assess data quality and to provide users with information 
that can assist them to understand the limitations of the data. In relation to error mitigation, 
this paper emphasises the need for the systematic and orderly specification of edits and that 
the amendment of data should occur only in response to important errors. A balance must 
be achieved between edits applied in the field and those applied in the office, between 
automated and clerical approaches to verification and amendment of errors, and also 
between the use of micro and macro-editing methods. 
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